
           MINUTES OF THE
BUSINESS AND LABOR INTERIM COMMITTEE

Wednesday, June 21, 2006 – 2:00 p.m. – Room W125 House Building

Members Present:
Sen. Scott K. Jenkins, Senate Chair
Rep. Stephen D. Clark, House Chair
Sen. Gene Davis
Sen. John W. Hickman
Sen. Michael G. Waddoups
Rep. J. Stuart Adams
Rep. Jackie Biskupski
Rep. David Clark
Rep. James A. Dunnigan
Rep. Ben C. Ferry
Rep. Craig A. Frank
Rep. Neil A. Hansen
Rep. Todd E. Kiser

Rep. Michael T. Morley
Rep. Curtis Oda 
Rep. Gordon E. Snow
Rep. Scott L. Wyatt

Members Absent:
Sen. Thomas V. Hatch
Sen. Ed Mayne
Rep. Carl W. Duckworth

Staff Present:
Ms. Allison Morgan, Policy Analyst
Ms. Patricia Owen, Associate General Counsel
Ms. Phalin L. Flowers, Legislative Secretary 

Note:  A list of others present, a copy of related materials, and an audio recording of the meeting can be found at www.le.utah.gov.

1. Committee Business

Chair Jenkins called the meeting to order at 2:19 p.m. Sen. Hatch and Rep. Duckworth were excused from
the meeting.

MOTION: Rep. Kiser moved to approve the minutes of the May 17, 2006 meeting. The motion passed
unanimously with Sen. Davis, Rep. Biskupski, Rep. D. Clark, Rep. Dunnigan, Rep. Ferry, and Rep. Oda
absent for the vote. 

2. Licensing Procedures in Utah

Ms. Morgan presented "Licensing in Utah." She discussed: the regulation of occupations and professions;
licensing in Utah, which involves DOPL (Division of Occupational and Professional Licensing) and OPLR
(Occupational and Professional Licensure Review Committee); and examples of legislative options. She also
explained the sunrise and sunset review process in Utah.

Mr. Craig Jackson, Director, DOPL, commented on licensing procedures in Utah. In discussing the need for
licensure, he gave an example that geologists in Utah needed to be licensed because without a license they
could not receive federal contracts. He explained that other professions have different reasons for licensure.

The Committee requested that staff prepare options for the Committee to consider at the next meeting
related to the sunrise process.

3. Communications with Legislative Management Committee

Ms. Morgan discussed a motion that was passed during the Revenue and Taxation Interim Committee
requesting the authorization of a joint subcommittee to study government competition with the private sector.
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MOTION: Rep. Morley moved to send a letter to the Legislative Management Committee consistent with
the Revenue and Taxation Interim Committee motion requesting authorization to form a joint subcommittee
that would be comprised of Business and Labor Interim Committee members and Revenue and Taxation
Interim Committee members, which could  include three house members and two senate members from each
interim committee.

Mr. Mont Evans, representing Utah Restaurant Association, gave an example of government competition
with the private sector with a convention center that provides catering to events outside of the convention
center, which he believes competes with private businesses. He said the restaurant industry is a starting point
for many young adults in Utah and that it is an important industry to Utah.

The previously stated motion passed unanimously with Sen. Davis and Rep. Oda absent for the vote.

4. Licensing Issues with Lasers

Dr. Steven P. Jepson, M.D., Director, Utah Dermatological and Medical Procedures Clinic, spoke to the
Committee about using lasers for medical procedures. He explained that lasers can be dangerous tools and
that permanent disfigurement and serious burns can result from improper use. Dr. Jepson testified that many
procedures done with lasers are not supervised by a medical doctor. He expressed concern about the level
of education completed by technicians who operate the lasers and suggested more strict regulation, including
requiring that a medical doctor be onsite when esthetic medicine is performed.

Ms. Diana Baker, Bureau Manager, DOPL, explained that she agrees with Dr. Jepson's concerns about the
dangers of lasers. She stated that she believes laser treatments are the practice of medicine and that direct
supervision, a medical history, and follow-up by the physician are needed.

Mr. Michael Moon, registered nurse, distributed and discussed "Licensing of Medical Assistants." He
suggested that medical assistants be regulated by the state. He explained that he believes that medical
assistants do not possess the same level of medical knowledge that registered nurses do, but that medical
assistants are replacing registered nurses at lower wages.

The Committee moved to the next item on the agenda, agreeing to return to the laser issue.

5. Sunset Review - Title 58, Ch. 59, Professional Employer Organization Registration Act

Ms. Owen distributed and discussed "Sunset Review of the Professional Employer Organization Registration
Act," "Legislative Oversight and Sunset Act," and a memo from DOPL concerning the sunset review of the
Professional Employer Organization Registration Act (Act). She explained what a PEO (Professional
Employer Organization) is and how PEOs are regulated in Utah.

Mr. Ray Walker, Regulatory Compliance Officer, DOPL, recommended that the Act be reauthorized.

Mr. Scott DiBiasio, National Association of Professional Employer Organizations, recommended that the Act
be reauthorized without a sunset date. He also recommended changes that could be made to the Act.
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Mr. Craig Jackson, Director, DOPL, said that the fee for registering PEOs needs to be revisited during
hearings at the next general session.

MOTION: Sen. Waddoups moved to reauthorize the Act without a sunset date. The motion passed
unanimously with Sen. Davis, Rep. D. Clark, Rep. Dunnigan, Rep. Ferry, and Rep. Morley absent for the
vote.

The Committee returned to the discussion of agenda item four, Licensing Issues with Lasers .

Ms. Vikki Weber, Full Circle of Life, explained that she is a licensed master esthetician and has been using
lasers for laser hair removal for nine years. She agreed that training is very important when operating a laser,
and felt that master estheticians are well qualified to use lasers.

Dr. Charles Harp, M.D., Director, Image Medical Spa, said that he has a private practice several minutes
away from Image Medical Spa where lasers are used. He explained that he is immediately available by
pager and believes that the travel time between his private practice and the spa is sufficient for supervising
the use of lasers at the spa. He believes that DOPL needs to establish guidelines to determine the level of
supervision needed.

6. Update on Review of Licensure of General Contractors

Ms. Morgan distributed and discussed "Update: Study on the Regulation of General Building Contractors by
the OPLR Committee" and three administrative rules. She explained that OPLR has been reviewing the
licensure of general building contractors. She discussed three rule changes DOPL has made that relate to the
regulation of general building contractors.

Rep. Greg Hughes, Chair, OPLR, explained the purpose of OPLR and its role in reviewing licensing of
professions and occupations.

Mr. Brad Stevens, Chair, Construction Services Commission, said that the Commission is working with
DOPL and OPLR to make changes in regulating general building contractors.

Sen. Greg Bell, Chair, OPLR, agreed in general with Rep. Hughes and Mr. Stevens' comments.

7. Other Items / Adjourn

MOTION: Rep. Adams moved to adjourn the meeting. The motion passed unanimously with Sen. Davis,
Sen. Hickman, Rep. Biskupski, Rep. D. Clark, Rep. Dunnigan, Rep. Ferry, and Rep. Morley absent for the
vote.

Chair Jenkins adjourned the meeting at 4:38 p.m.


