
  

MINUTES OF THE

HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES INTERIM COMMITTEE

Wednesday, June 23, 2010 – 2:00 p.m. – Room 250 State Capitol

Members Present:

Rep. Paul Ray, House Chair 

Sen. J. Stuart Adams

Sen. Allen M. Christensen

Sen. David P. Hinkins

Sen. Patricia W. Jones

Sen. Luz Robles

Rep. Trisha S. Beck

Rep. Bradley M. Daw

Rep. Eric K. Hutchings

Rep. Christine A. Johnson 

Rep. Kay L. McIff 

Rep. Ronda Rudd Menlove 

Rep. Phil Riesen

Rep. Stephen E. Sandstrom 

Rep. Dean Sanpei

Rep. Evan J. Vickers 

Members Absent:

Sen. D. Chris Buttars, Senate Chair

Staff Present:

Mr. Mark D. Andrews, Policy Analyst

Ms. Cathy Dupont, Associate General Counsel

Mr. Thomas R. Vaughn, Associate General Counsel

Ms. Joy L. Miller, Legislative Secretary

Note: A list of others present, a copy of related materials, and an audio recording of the meeting can be found at www.le.utah.gov.

1. Committee Business

Chair Ray called the meeting to order at 2:20 p.m. He excused Sen. Buttars from the meeting and

introduced Mr. Palmer DePaulis, who has been appointed to replace Ms. Lisa-Michele Church as

Executive Director of the Department of Human Services. He also introduced Rep. Dean Sanpei, a new

member of the Committee.

MOTION: Sen. Jones moved to approve the minutes of the May 19, 2010 meeting. The motion passed

unanimously. Sen. Adams, Sen. Hinkins, and Rep. Cosgrove were absent for the vote. 

2. Controlled Substances Advisory Committee

Mr. Mark Steinagel, Director, Division of Occupational and Professional Licensing, introduced 

Mr. Richard Oborn, Bureau Manager, who gave a brief status update on the implementation of the

Controlled Substances Advisory Committee. Mr. Oborn said that the Advisory Committee will address

whether certain substances warrant placement in the statutory control of controlled substances and will

also consider changing the schedule for certain substances and removal of any substances from the

schedule. 

Dr. Glen Hanson, Professor of Pharmacology and Toxicology, University of Utah, distributed a copy of

his presentation, "Report on: Spice, Salvia divinorum, and Tramadol." He discussed the street names of

these drugs, what they are, and the effects they can have.

MOTION: Rep. Ray moved that the Committee recommend that the Advisory Committee individually

study Tramadol, Spice, and Salvia divinorum, in that order, and report back to the Committee by

November with its recommendations. The motion passed unanimously. Sen. Hinkins and Rep. McIff

were absent for the vote. 

Chair Ray turned the chair over to Rep. Menlove.
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3. Tamper-resistant Prescription Forms

Ms. Sharon Kelley, Alliance for Global Narcotics Training, delivered a presentation titled, "Street &

Prescription Drugs." She said that the Alliance's mission is to identify escalating narcotic trends and to

educate legal, medical, community, and legislative leaders about effective answers. She indicated that

any directives or influence legislators can have on continuing medical education is positive.

Mr. John Harden, Standard Register, gave a presentation titled "A Prescription for Fraud." He also

distributed the pamphlet, "A Prescription for Fraud" and a sample of a tamper-resistant prescription form.

Mr. Harden stated that outdated laws leave the door open for prescription drug fraud, diversion, and

abuse. Mr. Harden indicated that prescription drug overdose due to non-medical use is now the second

leading cause of accidental death in the U.S. He pointed out that potential Medicaid savings for Utah

through use of an official state prescription program is estimated to be $4-9 million.

Rep. Menlove turned the chair over to Rep. Ray.

Ms. Michele McOmber, Utah Medical Association, indicated the association has been working with law

enforcement in the state to address prescription fraud and that its members are moving toward electronic

prescribing. 

4. Sports-related Concussions

Dr. Karl N. Weenig, MD, distributed and reviewed, "Sports Related Health Injuries." He explained that a

concussion is a type of traumatic brain injury that can change the way the brain normally functions. He

noted that most concussions occur without loss of consciousness. He stressed that education is key to

addressing the problem and will empower coaches and parents in making the right decision whether or

not the child should be allowed to return to play. He responded to questions from the Committee.

Rep. Ray indicated legislation would be drafted for the committee to consider in the fall.  

5. DSPD Budget Changes

Mr. Alan Ormsby, Director, Division of Services for People with Disabilities (DSPD), distributed and

reviewed, "Before and After Comparison of Management Responsibilities," and "Financial Plan to Reach

General Fund Savings." He reported how DSPD plans to reduce General Fund spending by $1.65 million. 

Plans include decreasing staff to client ratios in some instances. He emphasized the division's

commitment to providing individuals with appropriate services. 

Mr. Phil Shumway, TURN Community Services, said that his company provides services from Ogden to 

St. George. He expressed concern with some of the data being used by DSPD. He also expressed concern

about limiting the use of one-on-one, staff-to-client services, which he said could be very damaging.

Some members of the Committee expressed concern about the changes that will be taking effect on July

1. Rep. Ray asked whether it would be possible to put the proposed changes on hold for 60 days in order

to allow the new Department of Human Services executive director a chance to consider the changes

being proposed. Mr. Ormsby said he appreciated the concerns expressed by the Committee, but indicated

that delaying implementation of the changes 60 days would cost $1.5 million and necessitate either

coming back to the Legislature for supplemental funding or making deeper cuts later.



Minutes of the Health and Human Services Interim Committee

June 23, 2010

Page 3

Rep. Ray indicated he would speak to the Executive Appropriations Committee chairs and Mr. DePaulis

to determine what, if anything, could be done.

6. Other Business / Adjourn

MOTION: Rep. Beck moved to adjourn. The motion passed unanimously.

Chair Ray adjourned the meeting at 5:05 p.m.


