
MINUTES OF THE

EDUCATION INTERIM COMMITTEE

Wednesday, June 20, 2012 – 10:30 a.m. – Room 30 House Building

Members Present:

Sen. Howard A. Stephenson, Senate Chair

Sen. Lyle W. Hillyard

Sen. Karen W. Morgan

Sen. Wayne L. Niederhauser

Sen. Aaron Osmond

Sen. Jerry W. Stevenson

Sen. Daniel W. Thatcher

Rep. Patrice M. Arent

Rep. LaVar Christensen

Rep. Steven Eliason

Rep. Gregory H. Hughes

Rep. John G. Mathis

Rep. Kay L. McIff

Rep. Carol Spackman Moss

Rep. Merlynn T. Newbold

Rep. Jim Nielson

Rep. Val L. Peterson

Rep. Kenneth W. Sumsion

Rep. Bill Wright

Members Absent:

Rep. Francis D. Gibson, House Chair

Rep. Johnny Anderson

Rep. Marie H. Poulson

Staff Present:

Ms. Allison M. Nicholson, Policy Analyst 

Ms. Constance C. Steffen, Policy Analyst

Ms. Angela Oakes Stallings, Associate General Counsel

Ms. Debra Hale, Legislative Secretary

Note:  A list of others present, a copy of related materials, and an audio recording of the meeting can be found at www.le.utah.gov.

1. Committee Business

Chair Stephenson called the meeting to order at 10:45 a.m. Rep. Gibson and Rep. Poulson were excused

from the meeting.

MOTION: Rep. Nielson moved to approve the minutes of the May 16, 2012 meeting. The motion passed

unanimously, with Sen. Hillyard, Sen. Thatcher, Rep. Hughes, Rep. Newbold, and Rep. Peterson absent

for the vote.

2. Report: Proposed Legislation on Public Lands

Ms. Kathleen Clarke, Director, Public Lands Policy Coordinating Office, reported from the Constitutional

Defense Council on its study of issues relating to public lands. She stated that the Public Lands

Commission has been engaging various groups in other western states, exploring and evaluating legal

strategies and theories, and working on draft legislation to address transfer of title to certain public lands

from the United States to the state.

Rep. Ken Ivory gave a visual presentation regarding 2012 General Session H.B. 148, "Transfer of Public

Lands Act and Related Study," discussing the history of federal land ownership and coalitions the state is

working with in other western states.

Chair Stephenson turned the chair over to Rep. Wright.
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3. Proposed Legislation for Special Session

Sen. Osmond gave a visual presentation titled "New School Year Supplemental Public Education Budget

Adjustments" (2012S4-0007/004), which transfers $20.5 million from various programs to the Education

Fund and appropriates approximately $25 million to the Minimum School Program for school districts and

charter schools in the 2012-13 budget.

The committee discussed the proposed legislation, and Mr. Ben Leishman, Legislative Fiscal Analyst,

responded to questions from the committee.

MOTION: Sen. Hillyard moved to adopt 2012 Fourth Special Session draft legislation "New School Year

Supplemental Public Education Budget Adjustments" (2012S4-0007/004) as a committee bill. The motion

passed unanimously, with Sen. Niederhauser and Rep. McIff absent for the vote.

The committee then discussed 2012 Fourth Special Session H.B. 4002, "Early Intervention Program

Amendments," which expands an early intervention computer software program to allow the State Board

of Education to include the prekindergarten grade level in the request for proposals process. 

The committee proceeded with a discussion of 2012 Fourth Special Session draft legislation "College and

Career Readiness Assessment" (2012S4-0006/006), which modifies the Utah Performance Assessment

System for Students (U-PASS), including requiring school districts and charter schools to administer

college and career readiness assessments adopted by the State Board of Education. 

MOTION: Rep. Arent moved to recommend 2012 Fourth Special Session draft legislation "College and

Career Readiness Assessment" (2012S4-0006/006) as a committee bill. The motion passed, with 

Sen. Hillyard, Rep. Christensen, Rep. Mathis, Rep. Newbold, Rep. Sumsion, and Rep. Wright voting in

opposition. Rep. McIff was absent for the vote. 

Sen. Stephenson resumed the chair.

4. School Partnerships

Due to a time restraint, this agenda item was postponed.

5. Students at Risk of Academic Failure

Due to a time restraint, this agenda item was postponed.

6. Other Items/Adjourn

MOTION: Sen. Hillyard moved to adjourn the meeting. The motion passed unanimously.

Chair Stephenson adjourned the meeting at 12:52 p.m. 


