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MINUTES OF THE

PUBLIC UTILITIES AND TECHNOLOGY INTERIM COMMITTEE

Wednesday, August 15, 2012 – 2:00 p.m. – Room 445 State Capitol

Members Present:

Sen. J. Stuart Adams, Senate Chair

Rep. Michael E. Noel, House Chair

Sen. Benjamin M. McAdams

Sen. Ralph Okerlund

Sen. Stephen H. Urquhart

Pres. Michael G. Waddoups

Rep. Roger E. Barrus

Rep. Joel K. Briscoe

Rep. Fred C. Cox

Rep. Stephen G. Handy

Rep. Lynn N. Hemingway

Rep. Neal B. Hendrickson

Rep. Christopher N. Herrod

Rep. Ken Ivory

Rep. V. Lowry Snow

Rep. Ryan D. Wilcox

Members Absent:

Rep. John Dougall

Rep. Patrick Painter

Staff Present:

Mr. Richard C. North, Policy Analyst

Mr. Peter Asplund, Associate General Counsel 

Ms. Tracey Fredman, Legislative Secretary

Note:  A list of others present, a copy of related materials, and an audio recording of the meeting can be found at www.le.utah.gov.

1. Committee Business

Chair Noel called the meeting to order at 2:12 p.m.

MOTION: Sen. McAdams moved to approve the minutes of the June 20, 2012 meeting. The motion

passed unanimously. Sen. Urquhart and Pres. Waddoups were absent for the vote.

2. Integrated Resource Plans (IRP): Do Utility IRPs Meet State Growth Needs?

Mr. Rick Link, Director of Planning, Rocky Mountain Power, distributed and presented "Integrated

Resource Plan." Mr. Link gave a detailed overview of PacifiCorp's IRP requirements and objectives to

meet the increase in energy demand projected for up to twenty years into the future. 

Mr. Ted Boyer, Chairman, Public Service Commission, commented that low energy rates are likely

responsible for bringing industry into the state.

Ms. Kelly Francone, Executive Director, Utah Association of Energy Users, distributed and presented

"UAE Outlook on Resource Planning."

Mr. Ray Butcher, Vice President of Government Relations, Questar Corporation, introduced 

Mr. Barrie McKay, General Manager of Regulatory Affairs, Questar Gas.

Mr. Butcher distributed "Do Utility IRPs Meet State Growth Needs?" Mr. McKay discussed the process

of integrated resource planning and the current Questar IRP goals. 

Ms. Michelle Beck, Director, Utah Office of Consumer Services, spoke to the issue and noted that a

better IRP can provide improved customer service. 
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3. Universal Service Fund (USF) Update

Ms. Kira Slawson, Attorney, Blackburn & Stahl, representing the Utah Rural Telecom Association

(URTA), briefed committee members about the association and introduced Mr. Bruce Todd, President of

URTA, and General Manager, Strata Networks.

Mr. Todd introduced other members of the URTA in attendance at the meeting and discussed how the

Federal Communications Commission (FCC) rules impact the association.

Mr. Spencer Cox, Vice President, CentraCom Interactive, discussed economic development issues, which

are directly linked to the ability of companies such as CentraCom Interactive to provide broadband

service in rural areas of the state for the purpose of providing education, healthcare, energy, and food

production. 

Mr. Boyer distributed "Utah Public Commission Presentation" and briefed committee members on the

FCC's Connect America Fund Order Reforms.

Dr. John Harvey, Technical Advisor, Public Service Commission, addressed the issue and expense of

increasing capacity through satellites as compared to other options for providing broadband service to

rural Utah. 

Mr. Eric Isom, Assistant Vice President, Public Policy, CenturyLink, distributed and briefly presented

"Universal Service Fund Reform," highlighting the USF issues that CenturyLink believes the state may

wish to consider.

Mr. Jim Farr, Director, Regulatory Affairs, CenturyLink, responded to committee members' questions

regarding the funding of Utah's Universal Service Fund.

4. Other Items / Adjourn

MOTION: Rep. Hendrickson moved to adjourn the meeting. The motion passed unanimously with 

Sen. McAdams, Sen. Urquhart, Pres. Waddoups, Rep. Briscoe, and Rep. Wilcox absent for the vote.

Chair Noel adjourned the meeting at 4:48 p.m. 


