
MINUTES OF THE 

SENATE EDUCATION CONFIRMATION COMMITTEE

Tuesday, September 18, 2012 – 1:30 p.m. – Room 450 State Capitol

Members Present:

Sen. Aaron Osmond, Chair

Sen. Karen W. Morgan

Sen. Howard A. Stephenson 

Sen. Stephen H. Urquhart

Members Absent:

Sen. Mark B. Madsen 

Staff Present:

Ms. Allison M. Nicholson, Policy Analyst

Ms. Debra Hale, Legislative Secretary

Note:  A list of others present, a copy of related materials, and an audio recording of the meeting can be found at  www.le.utah.gov.

1. Committee Business

Chair Osmond called the meeting to order at 1:45 p.m. 

2.    Consideration of Proposed Appointment of Harris H. Simmons as a member of the State Board of

Regents

Mr. Simmons introduced himself to the committee and described his professional and public background. He

answered questions from the committee,  including issues regarding students working while attending higher

education, informing students of workforce needs when deciding on a degree or certificate path, attracting

employers for the state’s workforce needs, the role of the members of the Board of Regents vs. the role of

members of institutional boards of trustees, the goal of 66% percent post-secondary attainment, the use of

technology in education, and partnerships between public education and higher education. 

Sen. Stephenson distributed “The Student Right to Know Before You Go Act.”

Ms. Bonnie Jean Beasley, Chair, State Board of Regents, strongly recommended that the committee

recommend Mr. Simmons and discussed the strengths that he will bring to the Board.

MOTION: Sen.Urquhart moved that the committee recommend the confirmation of Harris H. Simmons as a

member of the State Board of Regents. The motion passed unanimously.

3. Other Items / Adjourn

MOTION: Sen. Morgan moved to adjourn the meeting. The motion passed unanimously.

Chair Osmond adjourned the meeting at 2:24 p.m.


