
 

MINUTES OF THE 

LAW ENFORCEMENT AND CRIMINAL JUSTICE INTERIM COMMITTEE 

Wednesday, May 21, 2014 – 9:00 a.m. – Room 25 House Building 

 
 

Members Present: 

Sen. Todd Weiler, Senate Chair 

Rep. Curtis Oda, House Chair 

Sen. Margaret Dayton 

Pres. Wayne L. Niederhauser 

Sen. Daniel W. Thatcher 

Rep. Richard A. Greenwood 

Rep. Dana L. Layton 

Rep. Paul Ray 

Rep. Edward H. Redd 

Rep. Marc K. Roberts 

Rep. Jennifer M. Seelig 

Rep. Robert M. Spendlove 

Rep. Keven J. Stratton 

Rep. Mark A. Wheatley 

 

Members Absent: 

Sen. Luz Robles 

Rep. Keith Grover 

 

Staff Present: 

Mr. Nathan W. Brady, Policy Analyst 

Ms. Susan Creager Allred, Associate General 

Counsel 

Ms. Lori Rammell, Legislative Secretary 

 
Note: A list of others present, a copy of related materials, and an audio recording of the meeting can be found at www.le.utah.gov. 

  

1. Committee Business 

 

Chair Oda called the meeting to order at 9:11 a.m. and informed the committee that he had authorized the 

distribution of a handout by the Libertas Institute regarding its upcoming forum. 

Mr. Brady gave an overview of the Open and Public Meetings Act and outlined some changes that were 

enacted in the most recent general session of the Legislature.  

Mr. Brady also reviewed the Legislator Survey that was made available at the meeting for committee 

members' completion. 

MOTION: Sen. Weiler moved to approve the minutes of the November 20, 2013, meeting. The vote in 

favor was unanimous. Sen. Dayton and Rep. Ray were absent for the vote. 

2. General Session Summary and 2014 Interim Studies  

Mr. Brady presented "2014 Committee Bills," "2014 Annual General Session Statistics," and "Reports 

Required by Statute." He demonstrated how to access these documents on the committee web page and 

reviewed highlights from each of these documents. 

Mr. Brady presented a letter from the Legislative Management Committee that recommended five study 

items for the committee to review during the 2014 interim. 

3. Commission on Criminal and Juvenile Justice – Issues and Agency Update 

Mr. Ron Gordon, Executive Director, Commission on Criminal and Juvenile Justice, distributed 

"Commission on Criminal and Juvenile Justice, Agency Update" and reviewed the use of grant money for 

various commission programs. Mr. Gordon responded to questions from the committee regarding the use of 

grants for victims of crime and domestic violence and for residential substance abuse treatment programs. 

http://www.le.utah.gov/


Mr. Gordon then outlined the Criminal Justice Policy Study—Justice Reinvestment Initiative, which the 

commission is performing, and said he anticipates being able to present the complete study results in 

November.  

4. Department of Corrections – Issues and Agency Update 

Mr. Rollin Cook, Executive Director, Utah Department of Corrections, and Mr. Mike Haddon, Deputy 

Director, Utah Department of Corrections, presented "Utah Department of Corrections Update and Issues." 

They updated the committee on West 1 correctional facility construction, the creation of the Prison 

Relocation Commission, the Female Offender Supervision initiative, the reconfiguration of community 

centers, inmate identification, and the SUCCESS initiative. 

Mr. Cook and Mr. Haddon responded to questions from the committee regarding the Female Offender 

Supervision initiative and the relationship between gender and recidivism rates, and Ms. Geri Miller-Fox, 

Adult Probation and Parole Division Director, addressed additional issues unique to female offenders. Mr. 

Cook and Mr. Haddon also responded to questions from the committee regarding details of procuring 

identification for inmates, and committed to return to the Law Enforcement and Criminal Justice Interim 

Committee's July meeting to report on the department's progress in this area.  

5. Master Study Resolution Items 

The committee heard presentations on the study items assigned to the Law Enforcement and Criminal 

Justice Interim Committee in the Master Study Resolution: 

 Rep. Redd presented the issue of allowable charges by automobile booting companies. 

 Rep. Mike McKell presented the issue of bulletproof glass on police cars. 

 Rep. Merrill Nelson presented the issue of regulation of salvagers and recyclers to discourage 

agricultural equipment theft. 

 Sen. Thatcher presented the issue of the corrections construction industry's first right of refusal for 

state construction jobs. 

 Sen. Thatcher presented the issue of insurance for fallen officers' families. 

 Rep. Redd presented the issue of a standard of care for the mentally ill incarcerated in county jails. 

 Rep. Greenwood presented the issue of transferring, from the Attorney General's office, oversight 

of the multiagency strike force created to combat violent and other major felony crimes. 

6. Long-Term Planning – Discussion 

Mr. Brady discussed House Joint Resolution 10, which requires each interim committee to devote part of 

the May interim meeting to long-term planning. He suggested the committee consider short- and long-term 

issues to examine during this interim and through future years. 

Rep. Layton suggested consideration of the state's entire criminal justice system, including the use of local 

volunteers in the prison system, the effectiveness of the judicial system, and issues affecting recidivism. 

Mr. Brady reviewed for the committee the purpose of the long-term planning conference created in statute. 

He explained that the conference is separate from this committee, and the committee is not obligated to 

report at that conference on the committee's activities. 

 



5. Adjourn 

  
MOTION: Sen. Dayton moved to adjourn the meeting. The vote in favor was unanimous. Sen. 

Niederhauser, Rep. Seelig, and Rep. Wheatley were absent for the vote.  

  

Chair Oda adjourned the meeting at 11:23 a.m. 

 


