MINUTES OF THE
VETERANS' AND MILITARY AFFAIRS COMMISSION
Thursday, May 29, 2014 —9:00 a.m. — Room 30 House Building

Members Present: Mr. Brent Kelsey

Sen. Peter C. Knudson, Senate Chair Mr. Frank Maughan

Rep. Paul Ray, House Chair Mr. Terry Schow

Sen. Karen Mayne

Rep. Tim M. Cosgrove Members Absent:

Rep. Val L. Peterson Dr. Mark E. Babitz

Dr. Steven Allen Mr. Jon Pierpont

MG Jefferson S. Burton Mr. Rick Schwermer

Dr. Blair K. Carruth

Mr. Bart Davis Staff Present:

Mr. Brian Garrett Mr. Richard C. North, Policy Analyst

Mr. Jared A. Haines Ms. Esther Chelsea-McCarty, Associate General Counsel
Mr. Gary Harter Ms. Tracey Fredman, Legislative Secretary

Note: A list of others present, a copy of related materials, and an audio recording of the meeting can be found at www.le.utah.gov.

1. Committee Business

Chair Ray called the meeting to order at 9:20 a.m. He indicated that United States Senator Mike Lee might
stop in to address commission members if his schedule would permit, and that any discussion would be
stopped to make time for Senator Lee.

Dr. Babitz, Mr. Pierpont, and Mr. Schwermer were excused from the meeting. Mr. Bruce Summers was in
attendance for Mr. Pierpont.

2. Commission Organization / Statutory Assignment

Mr. North referred commission members to 2014 General Session H.B. 313, "Veterans' and Military
Affairs Commission," which was distributed in the mailing packet. Mr. North noted that the Veterans'
Reintegration Task Force was successful in identifying issues facing veterans in the state and in providing
legislation to address some of those issues. He also indicated that the commission, as a permanent
legislative entity, will have more time to consider a broad range of issues, including military affairs in the
state.

Mr. North said that changes in membership of the commission include four new members: Mr. Greg
Rowley, State Adjutant for the American Legion; Johnnie Janes, Veterans of Foreign Wars; George
Gutzmer, Disabled Veterans of America; and Tage Flint, Utah Defense Alliance.

Chair Ray invited commission members and staff to introduce themselves.

3. Veterans' Legislation Review: 2014 General Session

Ms. Chelsea-McCarty initiated a discussion on bills presented to the Legislature during the 2014 General
Session. She referenced bills listed on "2014 Annual General Session Bills by Subject: Military Services,"

which was distributed in the mailing packet.

Commission discussion followed and sponsors and commission members commented on the provisions of
specific bills on the list.

Chair Ray noted that the Veterans Reintegration Task Force recommended more than thirty-five bills
addressing veterans' issues, including a pilot veterans court in Utah County over the last two years.
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4. Commission's 2014 Military Affairs Assignment

Mr. Gary Harter, Executive Director, Utah Department of Veterans and Military Affairs, distributed a fact
card, "Utah Department of Veterans and Military Affairs" and gave a presentation with the same title.

Mr. Harter discussed the services provided by the Utah Department of Veterans and Military Affairs in
behalf of veterans and other military and their families through outreach programs, expansion of workload
on Utah's military installations, and coordination between service providers.

Mr. Tage Flint, President, Utah Defense Alliance, discussed the economic impact the military has in the
state and involvement of the Utah Defense Alliance in studies that are reviewing how well military
installations are operating in Utah in an effort to ensure that the state's military installations are viable in
surviving the next Base Realignment and Closure recommendations.

Mr. Paul Morris, General Counsel, Military Installation Development Authority, stated that the Military
Installation Development Authority was created by the Legislature in 2007 to promote the development of
military land in Utah. Mr. Morris described the board membership and projects, which have the potential
of new job creation and tax opportunities as well as making Utah bases more viable so they are less likely
to be closed during the next Base Realignment and Closure meetings.

5. Coordination of Veterans' Services' Report

Mr. Harter distributed and reviewed "Number of Veterans by County/Age." Mr. Harter discussed veterans'
data, such as employment and education opportunities being utilized by veterans.

6. Military Suicides and Suicide Prevention Update — 2014

Mr. Gary Blair, Licensed Clinical Social Worker, acting Suicide Prevention Coordinator, Veterans'
Administration, distributed to commission members pamphlets and other items with contact information
for the national veterans' crisis hotlines. Mr. Blair reported that there are over 36,000 suicide deaths in the
United States annually, with Utah ranking 7th with 545 suicide deaths in 2012. He noted that one theory to
explain the higher suicide rate in Utah is that health care is more difficult to access in rural areas.

Sergeant First Class April Rylander, Utah National Guard, described two programs used by the Utah
National Guard to aid in suicide prevention, Ask, Care, and Escort, and Applied Suicide Intervention Skills
Training. She also responded to commission members' questions.

Ms. Kim Myers, Suicide Prevention Coordinator, Division of Substance Abuse and Mental Health,
Department of Human Services, presented "Military Suicides and Suicide Prevention." Ms. Myers reported
that on average 500 Utahns die from suicide annually. She also provided an overview of the state's suicide
prevention plan and firearm safety program, and responded to commission members' questions.

Chair Ray interrupted Ms. Myers' presentation due to the arrival of United States Senator Mike Lee.

Senator Lee addressed commission members, thanking them for the work and accomplishments of the
Veterans' Reintegration Task Force. Senator Lee spoke of the need for military services to assist returning
service members in reintegrating their lives back into society. He addressed briefly the abuse and neglect
that have surfaced within the national veterans' affairs health system, stating that these healthcare problems
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should not happen in America. He also noted that the problems have not happened in Utah. Senator Lee
received and responded to comments from commission members.

Following Senator Lee's departure, Ms. Myers continued her presentation.

Mr. Steve Ipsen, Utah Department of Health, discussed briefly the success of mental health services
integration at Utah health clinics.

Ms. Teresa Brechlin, Intentional Injury Prevention Coordinator, Utah Department of Health, reported that
Utah is one of the national violent death reporting system states funded by the United States Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention, and briefed commission members on how data is collected. Ms. Brechlin
indicated that the department is currently working with the Veterans' Administration to look at data
collected on veterans to see if there are trends or circumstances that stand out as unique to veterans.

Ms. Brechlin also indicated that the department is looking at forming a suicide fatality review committee
in conjunction with the Division of Substance Abuse and Mental Health in an effort to make
recommendations for prevention.

7. Other Items/ Adjourn

The next meeting will be June 26, 2014.

MOTION: Mr. Harter moved to adjourn the meeting. The motion passed unanimously. Sen. Mayne and
MG Burton were absent for the vote.

Chair Ray adjourned the meeting at 12:44 p.m.



