
MINUTES OF THE 

PUBLIC UTILITIES AND TECHNOLOGY INTERIM COMMITTEE 

Wednesday, June 18, 2014 – 2:00 p.m. – Room 215 Senate Building 

 

Members Present: 
Sen. David P. Hinkins, Senate Chair 

Sen. Peter C. Knudson 

Rep. Kay J. Christofferson 

Rep. Stephen G. Handy 

Rep. Lynn N. Hemingway 

Rep. John Knotwell  

Rep. Merrill F. Nelson 

Rep. Angela Romero 

Rep. Robert M. Spendlove 

Rep. John R. Westwood 

Members Absent: 

Rep. Roger E. Barrus, House Chair 

Sen. Gene Davis 

Sen. Ralph Okerlund 

Rep. Curtis Oda 

 

Staff Present: 
Mr. Richard C. North, Policy Analyst 

Mr. Samuel C. Johnston, Associate General Counsel 

Ms. Tracey Fredman, Legislative Secretary

Note: A list of others present, a copy of related materials, and an audio recording of the meeting can be found at www.le.utah.gov.  

 

1. Committee Business 

 

Acting Chair Handy called the meeting to order at 2:09 p.m., excusing Chair Barrus from the meeting. 
 

2. Utility Franchise Tax Business Forecasting 

 

Ms. Kelly Francone, Executive Director, Utah Association of Energy Users, distributed and reviewed 

"Municipal Energy Sales and Use Tax (MET) Amendment," which summarizes the problems with the 

current municipal energy sales and use tax as the association views them, and recommends solutions. 

She also distributed "Municipal Energy Sales and Use Tax Revisions (Utah Code 10-1-301, et seq.)," 

which contains draft language for proposed legislation, and "UAE Met Tax Exhibits," which demonstrates 

how the proposed system would work for specific customer groups. 
 

Mr. Gary Dodge, Hatch, James & Dodge, legal counsel for the Utah Association of Energy Users, 

responded to committee members' questions stating that the primary purpose behind the legislation is to 

achieve a greater predictability for energy users. 
 

Mr. Roger Tew, Utah League of Cities and Towns, briefed committee members on the history of the 

municipal energy tax. Mr. Tew noted that he was open to discussion on the proposed legislation, but 

reasoned that if the goal is to reduce the tax burden on a particular group of consumers, the total amount of 

taxes must necessarily be reduced or there will be a shift of the tax burden. He stated that the tax burden is 

the question that should be answered before changes are made to the current system.  
 

3. Alternative Electric Energy Generation / Utility Network Impacts 

 

Mr. Bryan Harris, Development Manager, First Wind, presented "Clean Energy, Made Here" and briefed 

the committee about the company and the scope of renewable energy projects First Wind has developed, 

built, and which are currently in operation. Mr. Harris provided an update of several solar projects in the 

state, including the Seven Sisters and the Four Brothers projects, and discussed the impact that these 

projects have on local economies.  
 

4. Other Items / Adjourn 

 

Acting Chair Handy adjourned the meeting at 3:05 p.m. 

http://www.le.utah.gov/

