Transparency and Health Care
Selected Highlights

Current Topic. For example:

"[E]mployers are focusing more on creating greater marketplace transparency to control costs and
improve Clinical Outcomes-" Hewitt Survey, Press Release, http://was4.hewitt.com/hewitt/resource/newsroom/pressrel/2005/01-10-05.htm (4/18/06)

"The need for price transparency is emerging as one of the hotter topics in the area of consumer
dlrected health Care." NCSL http://www.ncsl.org/programs/health/Transparency.htm? (4/10/06)

"Transparency and better public information on cost and quality are essential for three reasons:
1) to help providers improve by benchmarking their performance against others; 2) to encourage private

insurers and public programs to reward quality and efficiency; and 3) to help patients make informed
ChOICGS abOUt thEII‘ Cal‘e." http://www.cmwf.org/publications/publications_show.htm?doc_id=361215 (4/18/06)

Examined on the State and Federal Level. For example:

In addition to states with existing laws, at least 17 states, including Utah, had proposed legislation for
2005/2006 I‘elatlng tO prlce dISC|OSUI‘e. NCSL http://www.ncsl.org/programs/health/Transparency.htm? (4/10/06)

Congress iS eXamiNiNg. e mescsnenstodoy.con/ priverrendynens phoensia=39876 (3/16/08)
Federal plans are to publish prices Medicare pays for common proCedUreS. wsmnstn ros, meacare rates o se postea, waren 17 2005

Private industry iS addreSSiNg. oeser uews, wes ste ofters e peure of mesiarcosts - for a e, waren 20, 2008

Examples of Possible Issues. For example:

Is price information adequate without information on the total cost of caring for a condition and the
quality or outcomes of that Care? teus w npmucnurorspusicatinsipubicatans show.nmzcoe w-3s1215 (/18706

Is there a need for comparative iINformation? resa w suiwww.cnutorspusicatons/pubications showntmraoc wa-s1215 o/18/06)

Will it shift more health care costs to INAIVIAUAIS? s to npmmmesicamenstossy.com prntersenynens. snarnewsia-3ss7 (/55106

Who can best use the information? s w i cnurorspubicatons/pusicatins show ntmraoc.a=3s1215 (715700

Are web-based disclosure plans and other technology effective? tw o west npmum nctorsrorogramsinestnrransparency nm? 10106
Who should be subject to transSpareNnCy? ceis o mp:smmwmescanenstassy.comprinterrndynens snprnewsic=35575 s
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