advocate * educate * unite

Tourism Economic Development -
An export in each of Utah's

29 counties
“Tourism is a bright spot among
service industries in the country.”
Federal Reserve Chairman
Ben Bernanke, 7/17/12
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The Power of Travel

How Travel Dollars Support America
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New Jobs & Tax Revenues Additional Visitor Spending
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Issues:
sComprehensive research program to improve calculations of tourism’s impact in each
county
sl ong-term reliable funding to advertise & market Utah tourism
sStrategic 5-year planning for tourism development to coincide with the funding cycle
sinconsistent visitor services
eLiquor laws
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Possible Solutions:
*Explore stable funding options prior to TMPF sunset in 2015
eSupport working committee of UDOT & UOT to address the 5 Utah Welcome
Centers | |
eDevelopment of a hotel liquor license and increase number of available liquor
licenses

*Explore potential of a comprehensive research program for measurement of
tourism and long-term approach for tourism development in each county
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Take Aways:

-Utah’s tourism industry is surviving the economic downturn and is delivering
revenue to state & local coffers

-Utah’s tourism industry creates jobs and is an export

-Utah has a product mix second to none in the United States, and we have
capacity to increase the number of visitors and ﬁ.:m_q contributions to our economy
“We anticipate the tourism industry will deliver on the required 3% growth to
meet the performance portion of the TMPF; final figures should be available from
the Utah State Tax Commission in August/September







