UTAH STATE LEGISLATURE 2012 GENERAL SESSION

HIGHER EDUCATION STUDENT SUPPORT

HIGHER EDUCATION
STAFF: SPENCER PRATT

The purpose of the Prison Recidivism program in the State Board of Regents’ Student Support line item
was transferred two years ago, but a ($21,200) appropriation has been carried for two years, resulting in a
reduction for the other programs in the same line item. The Analyst recommends actions to eliminate this
deficit.

OBJECTIVE

The objective of this recommendation is to bring the Prison Recidivism program out of a deficit position
and eliminate the program as a funding issue in the Student Support line item.

SUMMARY

DISCUSSION AND ANALYSIS

In the 2009 General Session, HB 100, “Department of Corrections - Tracking and Reimbursement of
Individual Prisoner Costs” (Wimmer) passed and required the Department of Corrections to be part of the
development of an education plan, together with the State Board of Education and the State Board of
Regents, for people in the custody of the Department of Corrections. In the following year, the funding that
had been appropriated to the Board of Regents for inmate education was transferred to the Department of
Corrections. This happened at the same time as budget reductions were taking place, and between the two
reductions, the Prison Recidivism program in the Student Support line item ended up with an
appropriation of ($21,200).

To bring this program out of the deficit level, the Analyst recommends a General Fund increase of $20,000
and a reduction of $1,200 in the current funding level of the Services for Hearing Impaired Students (in the
same line item), and transferring that amount to the Prison Education program.
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